
Deaf Hawaii News, September 6, 2019 

PRESS RELEASE 

Who: SOAR (Save Our Angel Ramos), friends of the Hawaii State School for the Deaf and the 

Blind (HSDB) 

What: Report on Picket Rally and Speaking at the BOE meeting 9/5/19 

Where: Near Hawaii Department of Human Services, 1390 Miller St., Honolulu and at the BOE 

meeting in Hawaii Department of Human Services 

When: Thurs., 9/5 12-1:30 Picket Rally.  1:30-4:30 BOE meeting 

Contact: David Simmons- HSDBSOAR@gmail.com 808-683-8430 (Text) 

www.HSDBSOAR.org (Website)  

SOAR (Save Our Angel Ramos) held a Picket Rally outside the Hawaii Department of Human Services 

Building along Punchbowl on Thursday, 9/5 from 12-1:30pm then attended the Board of Education (BOE) 

meeting at 1:30. 

The picketers gathered slowly and grew to 16 as the afternoon continued. 

10 SOAR members went into the BOE meeting early and learned that Public Testimony is only given on 

items on the agenda. Board Chair Catherine Payne allowed the testimony and explained that the board 

could not comment on this testimony as they are the Appeals Board to the Department of Education (DOE). 

Timing: It takes 2 months to get the concern/complaint on the Department of Education (DOE) meeting 

agenda. Then if protested, another month to put an appeal on the BOE agenda.  

The testimony by 5 Deaf people and 1 hearing person explained the need to bring back the recently 

transferred Angel Ramos, PhD Ed as principal of Hawaii State School for the Deaf and the Blind (HSDB). 

Examples were given of knowledge a principal qualified in American Sign Language (ASL), Deaf Education 

and Deaf Culture would have.  

2 speakers explained how oral schools had taught them nothing so they were considered retarded. Both 

were transferred to schools with ASL and as one said, “ASL saved my life.” One has worked for the US 

Post Office for 30 plus years.  The other is a retired architect who designed many buildings including the 

wedding chapel at the Grand Wailea. 

Another speaker explained the need to give Deaf children a comprehensible language early.  She has a 

private company who provides this service to hearing families with Deaf children. Dr. Ramos understands 

and vigorously supports this.  

Dr. Ramos has brought yoga to the school to give the kekis skills to calm themselves in stressful situations. 

Baby Sign was explained as used by hearing families with their 6 months – 2 years old hearing babies to 

reduce crying, screaming, and guessing. Tests show these children average a 30-point higher I.Q. than the 

general population.  Deaf children need ASL, too. 95% of synapses are connected by age 5 ½. 

SOAR asks, “Please bring back Angel Ramos.” 
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